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Greetings!

This past weekend
marked Labor Day
and the end of
summer. This year
: the season was
unusually peculiar with a cool, wet
beginning and a stretch of unusually
hot and humi d
electric bill for the month prove that!
On a broader level we have seen
strange weather patterns, from
extensive drought conditions in
Texas to earthquakes and hurricanes
on the east coast, volcano eruptions
in Iceland and, of course, the

devastating earthquake in Japan
earlier this year.
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speculate about the underlying
causes; everything from global
warming to the End Times! To me it
simply represents the awesome
plbileis o i ol Cr e at
and | remain grateful that | live in the
relatively quiet Midwest!!

This season already finds unusually
heightened activity throughout our

campus. Autumn is always busy for
our many working moms, as their
kids head back to school. It is also
the time of year when we kick off our
major fund raiser, our Annual

Appeal.
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In the fall we also celebrate our
associates for their years of dedicated
service to our residents. Most
notably we bid farewell and best
wishes for a long and happy
retirement to three very familiar

individuals who have graced our lives
for many vyears. Sister Dorothy
Wagner, Pam Schweitzer and Claire
lleteurneauxnhave workgdévithus for
a combined total of 36 years and
each has been a true blessing to our
ministry in their respective roles.

Our Board is also busy as we wrap up
our strategic planning process that
began earlier this year. At that
session, our Board commissioned a
Market & Demographic Study to take
place to obtain current data on senior
servicesdtivae arehcereemtlyl avanable y
in our market area. More
importantly, the Board hopes to
identify those unmet service needs
that may exist in our community.
Opon révied ofithe study the Boaré
will use the data to reset our strategic
compass for the next several years.
We have learned that in this fast-
paced health care industry, it is
rather pointless to project goals and
objectives much beyond three years!!

On that note, we are also diligently
working on our budget for next year.
This is probably the greatest
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